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          (The following is not a verbatim transcript of comments or 

discussion that occurred during the meeting, but rather a summarization 

intended for general informational purposes.  All motions and votes are 

the official records). 
 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL MEETING – CITY COUNCIL 
 

 

 

-MAY 1, 2023- 
 

 

  

 

 A Special meeting of the City Council was called held on Monday, May 1, 2023 

in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 869 Park Ave., Cranston, Rhode Island. 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 7:15 P.M. by the Council President. 
          

Roll call showed the following members present:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen 

Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Reilly (left at 9:30 

p.m.), Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -9. 

 

            Also Present:  Anthony Moretti, Chief of Staff; Christopher Millea, City Solicitor; 

Tom Zidelis, Director of Finance; Michael Igoe, City Controller; David Dimaio, City 

Council Budget Analyst; Stephen Angell, City Council Legal Counsel. 
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-MAY 1, 2023- 
 

 

 

                                                

CITY OF CRANSTON 

RHODE ISLAND 
 

  

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING OF THE CITY 

COUNCIL 
 

Monday, May 1, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.  

Special Meeting of the City Council will be held in the City of Cranston Council Chambers, Cranston 

City Hall, 869 Park Ave., Cranston, RI 02910, for the purpose of considering the following items listed 

on the agenda. Remote participation is also available by using the login information provided below as 

posted on the City’s website at www.cranstonri.gov and the Secretary of State’s website at www.sos.ri.gov. 

 

Please click the link below to join the webinar:  
https://zoom.us/j/93024264610?pwd=WUd3NVRqNUM1ckp1Z01qOHdHbStLZz09  

Passcode: 846810  

Or One tap mobile : +13092053325,,93024264610# US  

+13126266799,,93024264610# US (Chicago)  

Or Telephone:  

Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):  

+1 309 205 3325 US  

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)  

+1 646 558 8656 US (New York)  

+1 646 931 3860 US 

+1 301 715 8592 US (Washington DC) 

+1 305 224 1968 US  

+1 689 278 1000 US  

+1 719 359 4580 US  

+1 253 205 0468 US 

+1 253 215 8782 US (Tacoma)  

+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)  

+1 360 209 5623 US  

+1 386 347 5053 US  

+1 507 473 4847 US  

+1 564 217 2000 US  

+1 669 444 9171 US  

+1 669 900 9128 US (San Jose)  

 

Webinar ID: 930 2426 4610  

 

International numbers available: https://zoom.us/u/aKvp3f7El  

 

Technology problems should be reported immediately to: CranstonCityCouncilMedia@gmail.com 

 

NOTE: There will be NO public comment at this meeting.  
 

 

YouTube Livestream  
 

The meeting will be live streamed on YouTube. Click the link below to view the meeting. 

You will only be able to watch the proceedings. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtE9vwA1B1PQHuftrNPcZjg. 
 

__________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cranstonri.gov/
http://www.sos.ri.gov/
https://zoom.us/j/93024264610?pwd=WUd3NVRqNUM1ckp1Z01qOHdHbStLZz09
https://zoom.us/u/aKvp3f7El
mailto:CranstonCityCouncilMedia@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtE9vwA1B1PQHuftrNPcZjg
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-MAY 1, 2023- 
 

 

 

 

This Special Meeting of the Cranston City Council has been called by the Council President, 

Jessica M. Marino, pursuant to the Cranston City Charter Section §3.07 and Section 2.04.060 

of the City's Code of Ordinances.   

 

The members of the City Council listed on the attached certification have been notified as 

provided for in §3.07 of the Charter:  Jessica M. Marino (Council President), Lammis J. 

Vargas (Council Vice President), Councilman Christopher Paplauskas, Councilman Robert J. 

Ferri, Councilman Richard D. Campopiano, Councilwoman Nicole Renzulli, Councilwoman 

Aniece Germain; Councilman John P. Donegan; and Councilman Matthew R. Reilly.  
 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

II. BUDGET ADOPTION 

 
ADOPTION of Budget for Fiscal Year July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024 

 

RESOLUTION Adopting the Operating Budget and the Salary Schedule for the 

General Fund, the Sewer Fund, Ice Rink Fund, the Insurance Fund and the Capital 

Budget for the Fiscal Year commencing July 1, 2023 and ending June 30, 2024 and 

adopting the Capital Improvement Program for the four succeeding years    

 

ORDINANCE Making Annual Appropriation for the City of Cranston for the Fiscal 

Year Commencing July 1, 2023 and Ending June 30,  

 

RESOLUTION Levying and Ordering the Assessment and Collection of a Tax on 

Ratable Real Estate and Tangible Ratable Real Estate and Tangible Personal Property 

in the City of Cranston, pursuant to Section 6.11 of the Charter    

 

ORDINANCE Fixing the Date When Taxes Are Assessed, as of December 31, 2022,  

Will Be Due and Payable; and the Date When Unpaid Taxes Will Carry a Penalty   
 

 

III. ADJOURNMENT   (vote to be taken) 

 
 

 

Pursuant to RIGL § 42-46-6(c) Notice of this meeting was posted on the Secretary of 

State’s website, on the city's website, at Cranston City Hall and at Cranston Library on 

April 27, 2023 

 

 

 

 

 

I hereby request the City Clerk notify all Council members of the Call of the special 

meeting. 

 

Executed at Cranston, Rhode Island, this 27th day of April, 2023 
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CERTIFICATION 

 
  I hereby certify that a true copy of the attached Notice of a Special Meeting of 

the City Council to be held on Monday, May 1, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council 

Chambers, City Hall, Cranston, Rhode Island was delivered via electronic mail on the 

27th day of April, 2023 to the addresses listed below. 

 

 

Councilman Robert J. Ferri               Council President Jessica M. Marino 

2426 Cranston St.          799 Natick Ave. 

Cranston, RI  02920          Cranston, RI  02920 

Robferri2426@gmail.com         marinoforcranston@gmail.com 

 

Councilwoman Nicole Renzulli        Council Vice President Lammis J. 

Vargas 

54 Massachusetts St.          35 Betsey Williams Dr. 

Cranston, RI  02920          Cranston, RI  02910 

nicoleforcranston@gmail.com         Lammis.vargas@gmail.com 

 

Councilwoman Aniece Germain        Councilman John P. Donegan 

63 Dale Ave.           60 Packard St. 

Cranston, RI  02910          Cranston, RI  02910 

Aniecegermain2@gmail.com         JohnDoneganForCranston@gmail.com 

 

Councilman Matthew R. Reilly        Councilman Richard D. Campopiano 

27 Dellwood Rd.          1640 Pippin Orchard Rd. 

Cranston, RI  02920          Cranston, RI  02921 

mreillyesq@gmail.com         RD.Camp@yahoo.com  

 

Councilman Christopher G. Paplauskas 

14 Highland St. 

Cranston, RI  02920 

chrispaplauskas@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

         ____________________________________ 

                   Tracy A. Nelson, City Clerk 
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mailto:Lammis.vargas@gmail.com
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mailto:JohnDoneganForCranston@gmail.com
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-MAY 1, 2023- 
 

 

 Council President Marino acknowledged former Council Members Maria Bucci 

and Richard Santamaria, former Mayor Traficante and School Committee Members 

Frank Ritz, Tera Norberg and Domenic Fusco, who are in the audience. 

 

 

 Councilman Donegan presented a handout of amendments he will be proposing.  

Procedurally, he would like to go through the two sections, Expenditures and Revenues, 

and take that pool of money and then allocate that pool line item.   

 

Councilwoman Renzulli stated that she does not believe we have done that in the 

past. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

  On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1901-52061 “Expenditure” Misc. Boards and Commission – 

Cranston Conservation Commission”, reduced to $1,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that the Commission has not spent any money 

through February and not spent anything in FY2022 and in FY21, they spent $20.99.  

Those savings will be funded to the Conservation Commission for planting of trees. 

 

Councilman Paplauskas stated that Pre-Covid, the Conservation Commission 

has spent the money.  He will be voting against this amendment. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3. 

  

------------------------------------- 

 

  On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1400-55001 “Expenditure - Parks & Recreation - Fertilization”, 

reduced to $40,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average, this line item is 

$35,000. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3. 

  

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1105-51101 “Expenditure – City Clerk - Overtime”, reduced to 

$15,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average, this line item is 

$10,000. 
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Motion passed on a vote of 7-1.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -7.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Reilly -1.  Councilman 

Paplauskas was not present for roll call vote. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1115-52007 “Expenditure – Div. of Contract & Purchasing - 

Advertising”, reduced to $2,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average is $1,800. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5. The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1110-51104 “Expenditure – Economic Development – 

Differential”, reduced to -0-.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6. 

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1304-54407 “Expenditure – Div. of Building Maintenance – City 

Supplies”, reduced to $20,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average, this line item is 

under $20,000. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5. The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

  On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1304-54401 “Expenditure – Div. of Building Maintenance – 

Electrical Supplies”, reduced to $42,000. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average, this line item is  

$36,000. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6. 

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3. 

------------------------------------- 
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On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1304-52005 “Expenditure – Div. of Building Maintenance – 

Departmental Expenses”, reduced to $74,500. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that based on five year average, this line item is 

under $74,400. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5. The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1107-51200 “Expenditure – Municipal Court – Part-Time Help”, 

reduced to $-0- 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that money would fund full-time position that starts 

January 1, 2024. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5. The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4.  

 

------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1202-532097 “Expenditure – Police-Rent”, reduced to 

$1,413,298.11.  Motion passed on a vote of 9-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Paplauskas, Reilly, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President 

Marino -9.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1117-42197 “Expenditure – Treasury – Tax Sale Redemption”, 

reduced to $12,000.  .  Motion passed on a vote of 8-1.  The following being recorded as 

voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council 

President Marino -8.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Reilly 

-1.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1108-49130 “Revenue – Canvassers – Other Income”, increased 

to $250.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 7-2.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -7.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Paplauskas and Reilly -2.  

  

------------------------------------- 
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 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #111-1111-42165 “Revenue – Inspections – Zoning Permits, Sign 

Permit Fees”, increased to $12,250.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-1.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  

Councilman Reilly -1.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #111-1111-42162 “Revenue – Inspections – Electrical Permits”, 

increased to $200,000.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following being recorded as 

voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3.  

  

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1115-42186 “Revenue – Contracts & Purchasing – Scrap Sales”, 

increased to $261,5000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  Councilman Reilly was not present for roll call vote.  

  

------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1200-43107 “Revenue – Fire Department – Emergency 

Planning”, increased to $1,500.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  Councilman Reilly was not present for roll call vote.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1200-43100 “Revenue – Fire Department –Gas Petroleum 

Permits”, increased to $11,000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli and Council 

Paplauskas -2.  Councilman Reilly was not present for roll call vote.  

   

------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1202-49130 “Revenue – Police – Other Revenue”, increased to 

$54,000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-3.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman Donegan, Council Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The following being recorded as 

voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Campopiano and Paplauskas -3.  

Councilman Reilly was not present for roll call vote.  

 

------------------------------------- 
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On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1602-47110 “Revenue – Adult Day Care – Adult Day Care”, 

increased to $310,000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-3.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman Donegan, 

Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The following being 

recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Campopiano and 

Paplauskas – 3.  Councilman Reilly was not present for roll call vote.   

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1105-42124 “Revenue – City Clerk – Instrument Recording”, 

increased to $1,550,000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4.  

 

------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-0000-49135 “Revenue – Taxes, State Aid & General Revenues – 

COVID-19 Stimulus”, increased to $4,707,621.00. 

Under Discussion: 

 Solicitor stated that there is a question of whether this would be in violation of 

6.17 of the Charter. 

 

 Attorney Angell disagreed with Solicitor’s opinion.  By Ordinance the Mayor 

can proposed ARPA funds and this Council must approve. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and Motion passed on a vote of 5-4.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -4.  

 

 ------------------------------------- 

 

 Councilman Donegan asked Finance Director where we are at with the 

amendments.  Director Zidelis stated $209,423 

 

 Councilman Donegan – appropriations to increase funding for Care of Trees; 

Budget Auditor’s salary increase to be more closer in line with Grant Writer and Council 

Legal Counsel; create a Senior Planner Position starting 1/1/2024; Translator and Clerk in 

Municipal Court; technology upgrade in Municipal Court and balance appropriated to the 

Schools. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1305-54301 “Expenditure – Care of Trees – Planting of Trees”, 

increased to $30,000.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 7-2.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -7.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilmen Campopiano and Reilly -2.  

   

 ------------------------------------- 
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On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1102-52211 “Expenditure – City Council – Council Auditor”, 

increased to $36,000.00.   

Under Discussion:  

 Council Vice-President Vargas asked for background on this.   

 

 Chair stated that this would bring the Budget Auditor’ pay to closer in line with 

the Council Attorney and the Grant Writer.  He can attest to how hard Mr. DiMaio has 

worked with him on this Budget and he thinks this is justified. 

 

 Councilman Ferri stated that Auditor DiMaio helped him reactivate the Audit 

Committee when he was Chair of Finance and he has continued to help Councilman 

Donegan, so he is in favor of this. 

 

 Councilwoman Renzulli agreed that Mr. DiMaio does a fantastic job but she 

would be in favor of less of a raise.  As far as the Grant Writer, she brings in millions of 

dollars so you can’t compare the two.  She would be amenable to $5-6,000 raise.   

 

 Council Vice-President Vargas stated that, no disrespect to Mr. DiMaio and it is 

not personal, but we are going through the budget and making criticism throughout the 

Budget.  She is not able to support this this evening and the way it stands.  Maybe she 

would be willing to reconsider this next year, but she can’t support it now. 

 

 Councilman Campopiano echoed Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Councilwoman Renzulli’s remarks.   

 

 Councilman Reilly agreed with Councilwoman Renzulli that perhaps these 

positions need to be evened out.  Mr. DiMaio does a tremendous job, but that should be 

something to be considered to even out this position, Legal Counsel and Grant Writer’s 

position.  He would support an amendment to even those out. 

 

 Council President Marino stated that Budget Analyst DiMaio brings 

institutional knowledge and is open to every single Council member.  Everyone was on 

the Council when Mr. Strom left and we did not have a Finance Director and we 

welcomed the assistance of Mr. Igoe, but Mr. DiMaio stepped up as well and even 

recently with respect to the error in an advertising and thanks to him it was found and 

corrected.  She is in favor of an increase in his salary given what she has heard from 

Council members this evening.  Maybe there may be a different figure in mind that 

Councilman Donegan may want to reconsider his motion. 

 

Motion and second were withdrawn. 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it was 

voted to amend account #101-1102-52211 “Expenditure – City Council – Council 

Auditor”, increased to $29,720.00.   

Under Discussion: 

 Chair stated that this is an increase of $5,000 from the current salary.   

 

 Councilman Paplauskas stated that Mr. DiMaio is a great asset and he is a 

master with the numbers and he will be supporting this amendment. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 7-2.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Reilly and Council President Marino -7.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Ferri and Council Vice-President 

Vargas -2.  

   

 ------------------------------------- 
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On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1109-51100 “Expenditure – Department of Planning – Salary 

Schedule”, increased to $340,517.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3.  

    

------------------------------------- 

   

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1109-51300 “Expenditure – Department of Planning – Payroll 

Taxes”, increased to $25,814.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-3.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Paplauskas and Reilly -3.  

 

 ------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1109-51301 “Expenditure – Department of Planning – Pension 

Contribution”, increased to $37,359.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilman 

Reilly -2.  Councilman Paplauskas was not present for roll call vote.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1109-51302 “Expenditure – Department of Planning – 

Hospitalization”, increased to $96,942.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The 

following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council 

President Marino -6.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman 

Renzulli, Councilman Reilly -2.  Councilman Paplauskas was not present for roll call 

vote.  

 

------------------------------------- 

  

On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1109-51304 “Expenditure – Department of Planning – Group 

Life”, increased to $864.00.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  

The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilman 

Reilly -2.  Councilman Paplauskas was not present for roll call vote.  

 

 ------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1107-51100 “Expenditure – Municipal Court – Salary Schedule”, 

increased to $163,315.00.  Motion failed on a vote of 4-5.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilmen Ferri, Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -4.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  

Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Campopiano, Paplauskas and Reilly -5. . 

 

 ------------------------------------- 

 



 

U/Rosalba/CouncilMinutes/2023/2023_05_01BudgetAdoption 

 Page 12 of 16 

 

 -MAY 1, 2023- 
 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to reconsider vote taken on account #101-1107-51200 “Expenditure – Municipal Court – 

Part-Time Help”.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as 

voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council 

President Marino -8. 

 

------------------------------------- 

   

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend account #101-1105-52004 “Expenditure – City Clerk – Departmental 

Expenses”, increased to $37,621.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being 

recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

  On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it 

was voted to amend line item #51200 “Municipal Court” to $32,300.  Motion passed on a 

vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, 

Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, 

Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -8. 

 

 ------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend line item #41178 “Tax Revenue  2023 FY2024” to $186,655,485. 

Under Discussion: 

 Councilman Donegan stated that this money would be transferred to the Schools. 

 

 Councilwoman Renzulli asked what the tax rate is or tax increase is at this point.  

Director Zidelis stated approximately 2.81% tax levy increase. 

 

Councilman Reilly left meeting at 9:30 p.m. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 Councilman Ferri asked what the tax increase number is.  Director Zidelis stated 

$5,149,000 difference year over year.  The rate would be approximately 18.92 estimated 

residential rate and 28.40 estimated commercial rate and it would be a 2.37% increase. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 5-3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman 

Donegan, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Campopiano and Paplauskas -3.  

 

 ------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it was 

voted to amend Fund #203 “Capital Budget – Parks and Recreation – Budlong Pool 

Project Engineering” to add “Paid for use of American Plan Rescue Fund Act”.  Motion 

passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman 

Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 
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 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilman Ferri, it was voted 

to amend “Capital Budget – Parks and Recreation – Infield Upgrade – Calise, Fay, and 

Infield Upgrades to Ricci and Spect Baseball Fields” and add “Using Eastern Recreation 

Impact Fees and/or ARPA funds”. 

Under Discussion: 

 Attorney Angell stated that you have to provide directions in the Budget.  You 

either are going to use ARPA Funds or Impact Fees.  You  have to give some direction. 

 

Roll call was taken on above motion and motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Council Vice-President Vargas, seconded by Councilman Donegan, 

it was voted to amend line item #1901-52063 “Diversity Commission” to $8,000.  

Motion passed on a vote of 5-3.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Council Vice-President 

Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  

Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain and Councilman Paplauskas -3. 

  

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilwoman Renzulli, seconded by Councilman Paplauskas, it 

was voted to amend line item #7500-52312 “Legal Fees – Outside Services – Claims” by 

$10,000 and move those funds to Video Streaming under Council line item #52217 to be 

used to video stream other meetings, such as Planning Commission.  Motion passed on a 

vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, 

Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, 

Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilman Donegan, it was voted 

to amend “Capital Improvement Fund”, line item #201 “Training Storage Facility” and 

remove $500,000 and place it into the next year’s budget.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-

0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen 

Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilwoman Germain, it was 

voted to amend “Capital Improvement – City Wide Building Improvement” by reducing 

it to $250,000.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -

8.  

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilwoman Germain, it was 

voted to amend “Capital Improvement Fund” #203 “Synthetic Turf at Cranston West” 

and remove $1.3 million.  Motion passed on a vote of 7-1.  The following being recorded 

as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -

7.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli -1. 
 

------------------------------------- 
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 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it was 

voted to amend Fund #204-205 “Two Six-Wheel Dumps” and reduce it by one for total 

reduction of $210,000.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as 

voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council 

President Marino -8.  

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilwoman Germain, it was 

voted to amend “Capital Improvement Fund - Crew Cabs Pickups” and move the $55,000 

to next budget.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -

8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilman Donegan, it was voted 

to amend Fund #204-205 “Citywide Infrastructure” and reduce it to $3 million.  Motion 

and motion failed on a vote of 1-7.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilman Ferri -1.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwomen 

Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -7. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On Councilman Ferri, seconded by Council Vice-President Vargas, it was voted 

to remove $2.5 million for the Knightsville Phase II. 

 

Motion and second were withdrawn. 

 

 Council President Marino stated that Council Rules state that the meeting would 

have to be continued every half hour once it reaches 11 p.m.  She asked for a motion to 

continue this meeting for half hour. 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilman Donegan, it was voted 

to continue the meeting for half hour.  Motion passed on a vote of 8-0.  The following 

being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwomen Renzulli, Germain, 

Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and 

Council President Marino -8.  

 

------------------------------------- 

 

  Councilman Ferri motioned to reduce Knightsville Phase II Project by 

$1,250,000.  Council President Marino seconded the motion.  Motion failed on a vote of 

2-6.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri and Council 

President Marino -2.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwomen 

Renzulli, Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas and Council Vice-

President Vargas -6. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Council Vice-President Vargas, it 

was voted to amend Fund #204-205 “Signal Upgrade” reducing it by $150,000.  Motion 

failed on a vote of 3-5.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman 

Ferri, Councilwoman Germain and Council Vice-President Vargas -3.  The following 

being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Paplauskas and Council President Marino -5. 

 

------------------------------------- 
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 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it was 

voted to increase Revenue line item #49135 “COVID-19 Stimulus” to $4,717,621.  

Motion passed on a vote of 7-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, 

Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -7.  

Councilwoman Germain was not present for roll call vote. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Donegan, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it was 

voted to amend line item #52752 “Economic Development” to $12,000.  Motion passed 

on a vote of 7-0.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, 

Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -7.  Councilwoman Germain was not 

present for roll call vote. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Paplauskas, seconded by Councilwoman Renzulli, it 

was voted to increase Revenue in the ARPA COID-19 by $100,000 to allow for 

additional Fire vehicles for total of $4,817,621.  Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The 

following being recorded as voting “aye”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen 

Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council 

President Marino -6.  The following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilman Ferri 

and Councilwoman Germain -2. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

 On motion by Councilman Paplauskas, seconded by Councilman Campopiano, it 

was voted to increase line item #52018 by $100,000 “Replacement of Fire Vehicles”.  

Motion passed on a vote of 6-2.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Paplauskas, Council Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  The following being recorded as 

voting “nay”:  Councilman Ferri and Councilwoman Germain -2. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE OPERATING BUDGET AND THE ATTACHED 

SALARY SCHEDULE FOR THE GENERAL FUND, THE SEWER FUND, ICE 

RINK FUND, THE INSURANCE FUND AND THE CAPITAL BUDGET FOR THE 

FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2023 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2024 AND 

ADOPTING THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR THE FOUR 

SUCCEEDING YEARS 

 

 On motion by Council Vice-President Vargas, seconded by Councilman Donegan, 

the above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 6-2.  The following being recorded as 

voting “aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen Donegan, 

Campopiano, Council Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  The 

following being recorded as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli and Councilman 

Paplauskas -2. 

   

------------------------------------- 
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ORDINANCE MAKING AN ANNUAL APPROPRIATION FOR THE CITY OF 

CRANSTON FOR THE FISCAL YEAR COMMENCING JULY 1, 2023 AND 

ENDING JUNE 30, 2024 

 

  On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilman Donegan, the above 

Ordinance was adopted on a vote of 6-2.  The following being recorded as voting “aye”:  

Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilmen Donegan, Campopiano, Council 

Vice-President Vargas and Council President Marino -6.  The following being recorded 

as voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli and Councilman Paplauskas -2. 

   

------------------------------------- 

 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE ASSESSMENT OF VALUATIONS AND 

LEVY OF TAXES 

 

  On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Councilwoman Germain, the 

above Resolution was adopted on a vote of 5-3.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman Donegan, Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The following being recorded as 

voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Campopiano and Councilman 

Paplauskas -3. 

 

------------------------------------- 

 

ORDINANCE FIXING THE DATE WHEN TAXES ARE ASSESSSED, AS OF 

DECEMBER 31, 2022 WILL BE DUE AND PAYABLE AND THE DATE WHEN 

UNPAID TAXES WILL CARRY A PENALTY 

  

  On motion by Councilman Ferri, seconded by Council Vice-President Vargas, the 

above Ordinance was adopted on a vote of 5-3.  The following being recorded as voting 

“aye”:  Councilman Ferri, Councilwoman Germain, Councilman Donegan, Vice-

President Vargas and Council President Marino -5.  The following being recorded as 

voting “nay”:  Councilwoman Renzulli, Councilmen Campopiano and Councilman 

Paplauskas -3. 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting adjourned at 11:25 P.M. 
 

 

 

 

       

 

Rosalba Zanni 

Assistant City Clerk/Clerk of Committee 


